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in Litchfield, SC, in May. His presentation
was entitled “Current thoughts on the
pathophysiology of laminitis associated with
insulin resistance.”
At that same workshop was presented
an abstract entitled “Effects of a (low-dose)
intravenous endotoxin challenge on glucose
and insulin dynamics in mares” by F Toth, N
Frank, RJ Geor, SB Elliott, and RC Boston.
Dr. R Harvey spoke at the American
Animal Hospital Association annual meeting
in Denver in March. His presentation was
entitled “Anesthesia: Cancer pain management
for small animal patients.” Dr. S Patton was
also on the program, presenting “Zoonotic
parasites: Protect your patients, your clients
and yourself.”
Drs. NE Howell, C Hamilton, J New,
and J Brace presented the poster “Veterinary
public health: A collaborative DVM/MPH
option at the University of Tennessee” at the
Joint Symposium on Veterinary Public Health
in April in Atlanta.
Dr. C Mendis-Handagama was the
guest of honor at the 59th Annual Convention
of the Sri Lanka Veterinary Association held
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in May. She gave an
inaugaral speech and a seminar and was the
first woman to be the guest of honor in the
59-year history of the association.
A Peretich, A Pineda, N Neilsen,
T Graham, and Dr. M Dhar presented an
abstract entitled “Regulation of Atp10c mRNA
expression in mouse 3T3-L1 adipocytes”
at the 2007 Experimental Biology Annual
Meeting held in April in Washington, DC.

Also at the Experimental Biology
Annual Meeting, M Sukhthankar, Dr. K
Yamaguchi, Dr. M McEntee, and Dr. SJ
Baek presented “Green tea catechins suppress
basic fibroblast growth factor in vitro and in
vivo.”
N Whitlock, Dr. K Yamaguchi, and
Dr. SJ Baek presented “Non-steroidal antiinflammatory drug activated gene (NAG1) as a chemopreventive target in canine
tumorigenesis” at the Experimental Biology
Annual Meeting.
J Phipps, along with Drs. JS
Foster, DP Kestler, A Solomon, and JS
Wall presented a poster entitled “Inhibition
of Bence-Jones protein synthesis by RNA
interference” at the 94th Annual Meeting of
the American Association of Immunologists,
held in Miami in May.
In March, Dr. K Tobias gave
three lectures about gastrointestinal surgery
emergencies and portosystemic shunts at
the Univerisity of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine Penn Annual Conference
in Philadelphia.
Dr. Tobias presented four lectures at
the British Small Animal Veterinary
Association Congress in Birmingham, UK,
in April. The topics of her lectures ranged
from portosystemic shunts to surgical
gastrointestinal biopsies to challenging ear
cases.
At the European Association of Veterinary
Diagnostic Imaging (British and Irish
Division) meeting, also in Birmingham, Dr.
Tobias presented two lectures: “Advances
in portosystemic shunt diagnosis” and
“Radiology versus surgery: When results
conflict.”

. . . And Presentations
A poster by Drs. HAN Al-Wadei, M
Cekanova, T Masi, T Takahashi, and HM
Schuller entitled “Cyclic AM-P-mediated
antagonistic effects of retinoids on lung
cancers of different phenotype and cell
lineage” was presented at April’s American
Association for Cancer Research (AACR)
meeting held in Los Angeles.
Also at the AACR meeting, Drs. SH Lee, M Cekanova, and SJ Baek presented
a poster entitled “6-gingerol induces cell
cycle arrest and apoptosis through multiple
mechanisms in human colorectal cancer
cells.”
A poster entitled “Targeting overexpressed signaling proteins for the early
detection of lung cancer by molecular
imaging,” by Drs. HM Schuller, GW
Kabalka, TM Dudney, MT McCormack, M
Cekanova, M Majidi, A Mereddy, M Akula,
G Smith, T Masi, and HAN Al-Wadei, was
also presented at the AACR meeting.
In March, Drs. M Cekanova and
X Li, JS Yuan, and Dr. SJ Baek presented a
poster entitled “Microarray analysis of human
colorectal cancer cells treated with three
different PPARγ ligands” at the Keystone
Symposium of Nuclear Receptor Pathways to
Metabolic Regulation. The symposium was
held in Steamboat Springs, CO.
In April, Dr. L Frank presented
“Estrogen receptor antagonist and hair
regrowth in dogs with hair cycle arrest
(Alopecia X)” at the
North American
Veterinary Dermatology Forum, Kauai, HI.
[abstract Proc. 22: 209].
Dr. N Frank presented a workshop
for researchers in the field of equine laminitis
at the Havemeyer Equine Laminitis Workshop
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A Legend, Rising Stars, and Diamonds in the Rough
Alfred Legendre received the university’s
highest faculty honor at the April 11 Chancellor’s
Honors Banquet by being named Macebearer, a title
symbolic of his commitment not only to scholarship,
but also to students and society. Chancellor Loren
Crabtree presented the mace, the first award of the
evening, to “Dr. Legendary,” as he is affectionately
known to some.
An honor for research and creative
achievement went to Dr. Xuemin Xu for his
investigations into Alzheimer’s disease, and Dr.
Seung J. Baek was recognized for professional
promise in research and creative achievement for
his studies in the chemo-preventive effect of specific
drugs and natural compounds on cancers.

Dr.

Veterinary students Tamera Lynn Lechner
and Kristin Devere Miller (both of the Class of
2007) were also honored for having extraordinary
professional promise.
At the CVM’s 29th Annual Honors
Convocation, Dr. Seung Baek received the Pfizer
Animal Health Award for Excellence in Research
for outstanding scientific achievement in veterinary
medical research conducted within the past three years.
The criteria for the award are originality, innovation,
and the ability to stimulate a scientific attitude in
others.
Sarah Zika was presented the Morris D.
Schneider Memorial Award, which goes to a member
of the upper one-third of the senior class who
demonstrated the most promise in characteristics
of motivation, inquiring mind, patience,
perseverance, and future success as a researcher
of animal and human health problems.

M a r k Yo u r C a l e n d a r – J u n e 2 2

1st Annual Comparative and Experimental
Medicine Graduate Student Research Symposium
Next week, the Comparative and Experi- Schedule
mental Medicine Graduate Program will
host its first annual research day to highlight graduate student projects.
The symposium, which will take
place on June 22, will have 15 presenters
of both scientific posters and talks (see
schedule at right). Admission is free for
anyone who wishes to view the posters or
hear the presentations. Organizers expect
to have at least a hundred attendees drop
in throughout the day.
The goal of the symposium is to
foster networks within the program by
giving students an opportunity to share
research results, exchange ideas, and network with scientists in a variety of disciplines.
Students judged to have the best
oral presentations will receive travel
awards.
Some interest has been expressed
regarding expanding the program in coming years to include residents, interns,
post-doctoral associates, and veterinary
students. The research office welcomes
future collaboration and would like to

9:00-10:00
Welcoming Remarks (A118 VTH*)
10:15-12:00
Poster Sessions (1st floor hallway)
___________________

1:00-3:15
Oral Presentations (A117 & A118)
3:30-4:30
Closing Remarks & Awards (A118)
*All events will take place in the Veterinary
Teaching Hospital

hear from anyone interested in contributing to future symposiums.
See http://www.vet.utk.edu/
research/researchday07.pdf for the full
program of events.

r

Phipps to Attend Meeting of
Nobel Laureates in Germany

Doctoral

student Jonathan Phipps is
one of 500 students and young researcers worldwide to be selected to attend the
Meeting of Nobel Laureates in physiology
or medicine this July. Only 51 students
from the U.S. were selected this year.
Sixteen previous Nobel winners
spanning the last 40 years will be in attendance. A noteable American scientist
attending this year is Dr. Craig C. Mello,
who won the prize in 2006 with Dr. Andrew A. Fire for their discovery of RNA
interference - gene silencing by doublestranded RNA.
Since 1951, the Lindau, Germany,
meetings have allowed students to not
only listen to the laureates’ lectures, but
also to engage in round-table discussions
with them.

NIH Responds to Electronic
Submission Comments

T he National Institutes of Health (NIH)

announced recently that some changes
will be made to the electronic submission
process as a result of suggestions from
users.
A major complaint was the
inability to view the entire application
before submission. Still, the transition
from PureEdge Viewer to an Adobebased application system (one that will
likely support full-application viewing) is
behind schedule, originally set for an April
1 launch.
Nonetheless, some error and
warning messages will be rewritten to
lessen the urgency of certain messages and
reserve stronger language for instances
that might cause delays in processing or
rejection of applications.
However, the cause of some
of these warnings, the inconsistencies
between eRA Commons and the Grants.
gov application, is not being addressed,
as NIH encourages investigators to update
their eRA Commons information before
submitting an application through Grants.
gov.
The lengthy application guide
was also updated in April, but NIH
representatives suggest using the guide as
a reference tool and not as a step-by-step
set of instructions.

R
AAVI Sends Cissell to Brazil

The American Association of Veterinary

Immunologists (AAVI) has awarded Robin
Cissell a Junior Scientist Travel Stipend
to attend the 8th International Veterinary
Immunology Symposium in Ouro Preto,
Brazil, this August.
The award is based on the merit
of her abstract “Detection of antibodies
to Ovine Herpesvirus-2 interleukin-10
homologue in sheep-associated malignant
catarrhal fever.” Only 7 recipients were
awarded funds, which are supplied by
the USDA Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service.
Robin is a PhD student studying
with Dr. Robert Donnell.

National Bio- and Agro-Defense Facility Site Visit Conducted
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O fficials from Kentucky and Tennes-

Research Resource Spotlight

Dissecting the Impact Factor

Isogenic.info Offers Animal Model Design Tips

Thomson Scientific describes the impact fac-

see met with the Department of Homeland Security site visit team April 23 at
the proposed NBAF location in Somerset, KY. The team finished conducting
site visits in May, and they will choose
a small number of potential sites to
prepare an environmental impact statement.
The proposed consortium between the universities of Tennessee,
Kentucky, and Louisville, and Oak
Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) offers expertise in veterinary and animal
sciences as well as in human medicine,
with over 3,000 full-time research faculty.
The proposed facility itself
would contain a 500,000 sq. ft. laboratory and other administrative and service
buildings, with on-site fire protection and
power generation (see conceptual plan at
right).
Congressman Hal Rogers (RKY) has cited strong industry and public
support despite the presence of around 50
protesters on the day of the visit. Comparisons are already being made between

Dr. Michael Festing’s Web site is defi-

this facility (54.4 acres) and the initial
development of ORNL, which was situated on 59,000 acres in a then-rural Tennessee and eventually urbanized an entire
community.
In addition, Kentucky’s governor has pledged full support in road construction and other infrastructure needs,
and the community has offered to deed
the property at minimal cost to the government.
The final decision will be made
in October 2008, and construction on the
chosen facility is scheduled to begin in
2009, with the facility fully operational
by 2013.

Funding Deadlines Drawing Near
Deadline Sponsor

Program

$ Amount

URL

Jun. 30

Horses & Humans Therapeutic effect of
Foundation
horses on humans

Up to 50,000

Jul. 5

NIH

Varies

www.horsesand
humans.org/
research
www.nih.gov

Jul. 16

NIH

Varies

www.nih.gov

Jul. 20
Aug. 1

Aug. 10
Aug. 14
Ongoing

Winn Feline
Foundation
Planet Dog

Bernice Barbour
Foundation
USDA/CSREES
Lotte & John
Hecht Memorial
Foundation

R01 renewals, revisions, & resubmits
R03, R21, R33, R34,
R36 renewals, revisions, & resubmits
Health issues affecting cats
Service animals
& animal-assisted
therapy
Preservation & care
of animals
Animal protection &
biosecurity
Alternative medicine
& cancer

Up to 90,000
5,000

Varies
Up to 5 million
Varies

www.winnfeline
health.org
www.planetdog
foundation.org
www.bernice
barbour.org
www.csrees.
usda.gov
www.hecht.org

nitely worth a look for anyone about to
design a research project that will include
animal models. Much of what he advises
will simultaneously help reduce the number of animals needed for a study and improve the study design.
Sections such as “Uniformity”
and “Blinding” discuss basic principles
to keep in mind when planning a study,

What Does it Tell Us, and Does it Matter?

while sections like “Statistical analysis”
and “Presenting results” focus on the
ways to interpret the results. All sections
emphasize the importance of early planning.
In addition, the site has information about toxicity testing and specifics about isogenic strains versus outbred
stocks.

Winds of Change in U.S. Patent Laws
Also
The U.S. House Subcommittee on
Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual
Property held the first hearings on the
Patent Reform Act of 2007 (HR 1908) on
April 26.
This bipartisan legislation was
introduced last year and serves to update
an antiquated patent process that is still
used only in the United States. The bill
would create a “first-to-file” system; the
current American patent system grants
patents to the first inventor rather than to
the first to file a patent application. Therefore, currently, if someone can prove he
or she invented something before the patent filer, a patent can be revoked.

3

notable is the addition of
the post-grant review section of the bill,
which states that anyone may file a petition for cancellation of a patent upon the
completion of a grant project. This postgrant review will investigate questions
of validity of a patent, and the current
patent holder may file a response. To
prevent abuse of this system, petitioners
are prohibited from filing more than once
and cannot present the same argument in
court.
The goal is to enact the legislation by the end of 2007.

tor as a measure for “evaluating, categorizing,
and comparing journals.”1 The 2006 impact
factor is calculated using the following formula:

[All citations to 2004-2005 issues]
[Number of “articles” in the 2004-2005 issues]
Therefore, since articles in the 1990-1991
issues of the journal Biology of Reproduction were
cited 726 times in 1992, and the journal produced
530 articles, the 1992 impact factor for that journal
was 1.37. Of course, any journal’s impact factor
can and will likely change over the years, making
any given article seem stronger or weaker from one
year to the next. Despite this fact, the impact factor
is widely used as one method in academic evaluation
for tenure.
However, Thomson Scientific encourages
wise use and warns against using the impact factor as
the sole measure of usefulness of a journal. Another
reason is because review articles (any article containing more than 100 references) are also included
in the calculations, and these tend to be cited more
frequently than research articles. These increased
citations skew the impact factor of journals with an
abundance of review articles.
Furthermore, if a title is changed, it will affect the impact factor for two years. These reasons
show that using impact factor alone to judge the impact of an article might not be the best idea. Instead,
the author finder feature of Web of Science shows
how many times every article by a particular author
has been cited. This technique might be a better indicator of publishing prestige.
1. Garfield E. The ISI impact factor. Thomson
Scientific. June 20, 1994. Available at: http://scientific.
thomson.com/free/essays/journalcitationreports/
impactfactor/. Accessed June 8, 2007.

CVM Receives Over $705,000 for
Sponsored Projects Since March
Title

PI

Agency

Start
date

Type

Pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic effects of an oral and
intravenous drug in horses

HS Adair

Private industry

6/1/07

Year 1 of 1 13,129

Influence of a high protein, low carbohydrate diet on urinary
saturation for calcium oxalate in healthy cats

JW Bartges

Morris Animal
Foundation

5/1/07

1/1

4,000

Lysophosphatidic acid and tissue factor in atherosclerosis

MZ Cui

NIH

5/1/07

4/4

240,270

Taxonomic inventory of endoparasitism in Passerine birds
from the Great Smoky Mountains National Park

CT Faulkner

Discover Life in
America, Inc.

4/1/07

1/1

3,465

Levothyroxine as a treatment for equine metabolic syndrome

N Frank

Lloyd, Inc.

4/1/07

1/2

26,638

Levothyroxine as a treatment for equine metabolic syndrome

N Frank

Grayson Jockey Club 4/1/07
Research Foundation

1/2

26,638

Effects of SmartControl IR on insulin sensitivity in obese
insulin resistant horses

N Frank

SmartPak Equine

6/1/07

1/1

77,945

Abbott Laboratories

6/1/07

1/1

12,500

Evaluation of multidose Propofol for the induction and mainte- RC Harvey
nence of anesthesia in dogs

$ Amount

Detection of coronavirus shedding in captive and wild-caught
cheetahs in Southern Africa using real time PCR

MA Kennedy

Morris Animal Foundation

5/1/07

1/1

4,000

The role of the new zeta cleavage in ABeta formation

X Xu

NIH

4/1/07

1/5

297,250
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in Litchfield, SC, in May. His presentation
was entitled “Current thoughts on the
pathophysiology of laminitis associated with
insulin resistance.”
At that same workshop was presented
an abstract entitled “Effects of a (low-dose)
intravenous endotoxin challenge on glucose
and insulin dynamics in mares” by F Toth, N
Frank, RJ Geor, SB Elliott, and RC Boston.
Dr. R Harvey spoke at the American
Animal Hospital Association annual meeting
in Denver in March. His presentation was
entitled “Anesthesia: Cancer pain management
for small animal patients.” Dr. S Patton was
also on the program, presenting “Zoonotic
parasites: Protect your patients, your clients
and yourself.”
Drs. NE Howell, C Hamilton, J New,
and J Brace presented the poster “Veterinary
public health: A collaborative DVM/MPH
option at the University of Tennessee” at the
Joint Symposium on Veterinary Public Health
in April in Atlanta.
Dr. C Mendis-Handagama was the
guest of honor at the 59th Annual Convention
of the Sri Lanka Veterinary Association held
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in May. She gave an
inaugaral speech and a seminar and was the
first woman to be the guest of honor in the
59-year history of the association.
A Peretich, A Pineda, N Neilsen,
T Graham, and Dr. M Dhar presented an
abstract entitled “Regulation of Atp10c mRNA
expression in mouse 3T3-L1 adipocytes”
at the 2007 Experimental Biology Annual
Meeting held in April in Washington, DC.

Also at the Experimental Biology
Annual Meeting, M Sukhthankar, Dr. K
Yamaguchi, Dr. M McEntee, and Dr. SJ
Baek presented “Green tea catechins suppress
basic fibroblast growth factor in vitro and in
vivo.”
N Whitlock, Dr. K Yamaguchi, and
Dr. SJ Baek presented “Non-steroidal antiinflammatory drug activated gene (NAG1) as a chemopreventive target in canine
tumorigenesis” at the Experimental Biology
Annual Meeting.
J Phipps, along with Drs. JS
Foster, DP Kestler, A Solomon, and JS
Wall presented a poster entitled “Inhibition
of Bence-Jones protein synthesis by RNA
interference” at the 94th Annual Meeting of
the American Association of Immunologists,
held in Miami in May.
In March, Dr. K Tobias gave
three lectures about gastrointestinal surgery
emergencies and portosystemic shunts at
the Univerisity of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine Penn Annual Conference
in Philadelphia.
Dr. Tobias presented four lectures at
the British Small Animal Veterinary
Association Congress in Birmingham, UK,
in April. The topics of her lectures ranged
from portosystemic shunts to surgical
gastrointestinal biopsies to challenging ear
cases.
At the European Association of Veterinary
Diagnostic Imaging (British and Irish
Division) meeting, also in Birmingham, Dr.
Tobias presented two lectures: “Advances
in portosystemic shunt diagnosis” and
“Radiology versus surgery: When results
conflict.”

. . . And Presentations
A poster by Drs. HAN Al-Wadei, M
Cekanova, T Masi, T Takahashi, and HM
Schuller entitled “Cyclic AM-P-mediated
antagonistic effects of retinoids on lung
cancers of different phenotype and cell
lineage” was presented at April’s American
Association for Cancer Research (AACR)
meeting held in Los Angeles.
Also at the AACR meeting, Drs. SH Lee, M Cekanova, and SJ Baek presented
a poster entitled “6-gingerol induces cell
cycle arrest and apoptosis through multiple
mechanisms in human colorectal cancer
cells.”
A poster entitled “Targeting overexpressed signaling proteins for the early
detection of lung cancer by molecular
imaging,” by Drs. HM Schuller, GW
Kabalka, TM Dudney, MT McCormack, M
Cekanova, M Majidi, A Mereddy, M Akula,
G Smith, T Masi, and HAN Al-Wadei, was
also presented at the AACR meeting.
In March, Drs. M Cekanova and
X Li, JS Yuan, and Dr. SJ Baek presented a
poster entitled “Microarray analysis of human
colorectal cancer cells treated with three
different PPARγ ligands” at the Keystone
Symposium of Nuclear Receptor Pathways to
Metabolic Regulation. The symposium was
held in Steamboat Springs, CO.
In April, Dr. L Frank presented
“Estrogen receptor antagonist and hair
regrowth in dogs with hair cycle arrest
(Alopecia X)” at the
North American
Veterinary Dermatology Forum, Kauai, HI.
[abstract Proc. 22: 209].
Dr. N Frank presented a workshop
for researchers in the field of equine laminitis
at the Havemeyer Equine Laminitis Workshop
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A Legend, Rising Stars, and Diamonds in the Rough
Alfred Legendre received the university’s
highest faculty honor at the April 11 Chancellor’s
Honors Banquet by being named Macebearer, a title
symbolic of his commitment not only to scholarship,
but also to students and society. Chancellor Loren
Crabtree presented the mace, the first award of the
evening, to “Dr. Legendary,” as he is affectionately
known to some.
An honor for research and creative
achievement went to Dr. Xuemin Xu for his
investigations into Alzheimer’s disease, and Dr.
Seung J. Baek was recognized for professional
promise in research and creative achievement for
his studies in the chemo-preventive effect of specific
drugs and natural compounds on cancers.

Dr.

Veterinary students Tamera Lynn Lechner
and Kristin Devere Miller (both of the Class of
2007) were also honored for having extraordinary
professional promise.
At the CVM’s 29th Annual Honors
Convocation, Dr. Seung Baek received the Pfizer
Animal Health Award for Excellence in Research
for outstanding scientific achievement in veterinary
medical research conducted within the past three years.
The criteria for the award are originality, innovation,
and the ability to stimulate a scientific attitude in
others.
Sarah Zika was presented the Morris D.
Schneider Memorial Award, which goes to a member
of the upper one-third of the senior class who
demonstrated the most promise in characteristics
of motivation, inquiring mind, patience,
perseverance, and future success as a researcher
of animal and human health problems.
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1st Annual Comparative and Experimental
Medicine Graduate Student Research Symposium
Next week, the Comparative and Experi- Schedule
mental Medicine Graduate Program will
host its first annual research day to highlight graduate student projects.
The symposium, which will take
place on June 22, will have 15 presenters
of both scientific posters and talks (see
schedule at right). Admission is free for
anyone who wishes to view the posters or
hear the presentations. Organizers expect
to have at least a hundred attendees drop
in throughout the day.
The goal of the symposium is to
foster networks within the program by
giving students an opportunity to share
research results, exchange ideas, and network with scientists in a variety of disciplines.
Students judged to have the best
oral presentations will receive travel
awards.
Some interest has been expressed
regarding expanding the program in coming years to include residents, interns,
post-doctoral associates, and veterinary
students. The research office welcomes
future collaboration and would like to

9:00-10:00
Welcoming Remarks (A118 VTH*)
10:15-12:00
Poster Sessions (1st floor hallway)
___________________

1:00-3:15
Oral Presentations (A117 & A118)
3:30-4:30
Closing Remarks & Awards (A118)
*All events will take place in the Veterinary
Teaching Hospital

hear from anyone interested in contributing to future symposiums.
See http://www.vet.utk.edu/
research/researchday07.pdf for the full
program of events.
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Phipps to Attend Meeting of
Nobel Laureates in Germany

Doctoral

student Jonathan Phipps is
one of 500 students and young researcers worldwide to be selected to attend the
Meeting of Nobel Laureates in physiology
or medicine this July. Only 51 students
from the U.S. were selected this year.
Sixteen previous Nobel winners
spanning the last 40 years will be in attendance. A noteable American scientist
attending this year is Dr. Craig C. Mello,
who won the prize in 2006 with Dr. Andrew A. Fire for their discovery of RNA
interference - gene silencing by doublestranded RNA.
Since 1951, the Lindau, Germany,
meetings have allowed students to not
only listen to the laureates’ lectures, but
also to engage in round-table discussions
with them.

